
SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS - FORM 1A 
 
 

Form 1A 
 
 

A Notice of Lawsuit and Request for Waiver of Service of Summons which, as previously 
prescribed by Rule 4(dc), shall be addressed directly to a defendant and sent by first-class mail or 
other reliable means. The defendant shall be allowed a reasonable period of time to return the 
waiver (Form 1B). 

 
Plaintiff shall provide the defendant with a stamped and addressed return envelope. Plaintiff 

also shall provide the defendant with a copy of the waiver for defendant's records. 
 

Upon receipt of the signed waiver, plaintiff shall file the waiver with the court. 
 

If the waiver is timely returned by the defendant, that defendant, if located within any judicial 
district in the United States, is not required to serve an answer until 60 days after the date on which 
the request for the waiver was sent. 

 
 
(As added Oct. 5, 1994, eff. Jan. 1, 1995; and amended Oct. 23, 2025, eff. Dec. 1, 2025.) 


